“Don’t believe everything you read” is even more relevant in today’s world of information bombardment. Question
everything! As voters, we must understand what are real facts and what are opinions, beliefs, or possibly malicious
stories that are untrue. As consumers of news, it is important for us to know the difference between real news and
real facts, versus fake news, biased news, propaganda, alternative facts, and simple, old-fashioned mistakes.

Step One: Before relying on information, consider these Essential Questions
•

Who or what is the source of this information? Is this
source an authority? What are its/his/her credentials?

•

What evidence is cited to support this information?
Is the evidence used accurately?

•

Who is the intended audience? Is it a specific group?

•

•

What is the purpose of sharing this information? To
inform? Persuade? Entertain? Sell something? Influence?
Create outrage? Promote propaganda?

Does this source examine the big picture? Is an
exception being used to prove the broader rule?

•

What is the context for the information presented?

•

How current is this information?

•

Is this fact or opinion? An opinion is not “truth” but
rather a point of view. Be clear what are real facts.

•

Can the accuracy of this information be corroborated?

•

Does it use sensational or balanced language?

If you are not sure that something is true, don't share it! That will only spread the fake news.

Step Two: Consult These Reliable Resources
Online Fact-checking sites
• https://www.factcheck.org/
• http://www.politifact.com/

•
•

http://realorsatire.com/
https://www.snopes.com/

Professional fact-checkers “read laterally.” That is, they open a new tab for each element of a
source they want to verify, starting with the URL. They check "across" the various sources, not just
within a source.
Some reliable news sources
Reliable news organizations have built a strong reputation for integrity and high journalistic standards.
These include: ABC news, CBS news, NBC news, Reuters, BBC News, NPR/PBS, the New York Times, the
Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, and the Associated Press (AP). If you’re not sure, check
reliable sources for analysis of the publication.
Other useful resources:
• Facebook Tips for spotting false news: https://www.facebook.com/help/188118808357379

•
•

The Poynter Institute brings together an international fact checking network:
https://www.poynter.org/channels/fact-checking
The Trust Project (Markkula Center for Ethics) brings together many news media to build a more
trustworthy and trusted press. This international group has launched "trust indicators" to help
identify trustworthy news sources: https://www.scu.edu/ethics/focus-areas/journalism-

•
•

ethics/programs/the-trust-project/trust-project-launches-indicators/
Ballotpedia: a nonpartisan nonprofit online encyclopedia committed to neutrality covering local,
state and national politics and elections: https://ballotpedia.org/
League of Women Voters: voting rights and nonpartisan information: https://www.lwv.org/

PHOTOS OR VIDEOS ON ANY SITE MAY HAVE BEEN FAKED OR ALTERED. For tips on spotting changed
images, see https://www.poynter.org/news/three-ways-spot-if-image-has-been-manipulated.

REMEMBER! JUST BECAUSE YOU SEE IT ON THE INTERNET, THAT DOESN’T MAKE IT TRUE!
TAKE A MOMENT TO VERIFY THE INFORMATION BEFORE YOU POST.
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THANK YOU!

